





Emergency Broadcast System

The Emergency Broadcast System is a means by which local, county, state and federal
governments will give the information necessary for citizens to follow in the event of a

terrorist action or disaster.
Information regarding the nature of the warning and instructions for citizens to
follow will be given over television and radio.

Local Emergency Information

Citizens may be informed of an emergency by the activation of a local siren and via the
use of loudspeakers of public safety vehicles.

Traffic Control and Evacuation Routes

Police officers and public safety personnel will establish traffic control points.
Information concerning evacuation routes and safe routes for citizens to take may be
given via the Emergency Broadcast System and via the loudspeakers of public safety
vehicles.

Citizens’ Emergency Personal Protection Guide

To prepare for a terrorist event or disaster, citizens are encouraged to do the following:

1. Create an Emergency Plan:
A. Discuss with family members how you and your family will respond to
a disaster or emergency.
B. Make a floor plan of your residence with escape routes.
C. Teach adults how to turn off water, gas and electricity at main locations.

(DO NOT attempt to restore gas service yourself, call your gas provider).
Post emergency contact phone numbers for your family members.

Teach children how to call 9-1-1 for help.

Pick a friend or relative for family members to call if separated.

Have family members tune to Emergency Broadcast System on television
or radio.

Pick a meeting place near your residence and one out of the area.

Take a basic First Afd and CPR class.

Keep important records in a watertight and fireproof safe.

Meet with neighbors to establish a network or plan to help each other.
Stay calm, stay tuned to radio or television for information and stay off of
roads to allow public safety personnel to do their jobs, unless told to
evacuate.
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Prepare an Emergency “Go Kit™:
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A 3 to 5 day supply of water in sealed, unbreakable containers.

A 3 to 5 day supply of non-perishable food (canned or dry foods).

A change of clothing, rain gear and sturdy shoes.

Blankets, bedding or sleeping bags.

A first aid kit and prescription medications and extra eyeglasses.

A list of family physicians and important medications.

Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members.
Battery powered flashlights, radio and extra batteries.

Identification, credit cards, cash and photocopies of important family
documents, including home insurance information.

Extra set of car and house keys.

Hand tools, scissors, duct tape, waterproof matches, fire extinguisher,
plastic storage containers, needle and thread, pen/pencil and paper,
garbage bags and household bleach.

For pets: veterinary records, ID tags, medications, carrier, leash and
food supplies.

If your power goes out:
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Assist family members or neighbors vulnerable to cold and heat.

Use flashlights, not candles (fire hazard) until power is restored.
Turn off sensitive electrical equipment such as computers etc.

Turn off major electrical appliances.

Keep refrigerator doors closed to preserve food inside.

Do not use stove to heat your house (fire hazard).

Use extreme caution when driving — if traffic signals are out treat each
Signal as a stop sign and look before you proceed.

Call the Power Company, NOT the police department.

Do not call 9-1-1 for information on power outage, listen to radio for
updates.

Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Fire or Explosion:

A.

If you are directed to leave your home you should:

1. Take your Emergency Go Kit.

2. Lock your home. -

3. Travel on routes specified by local authorities.

4 Keep car windows up with vents, air conditioning and heaters
turned off.

5. Public Safety Personnel will tell you what to do either at the
site or via the radio (Emergency Broadcast System).

6. If time permits, turn off gas, water and electricity along with
leaving a note in the house as to where you have gone.



B. If you are instructed to stay in your home you should:

Close and lock all windows and doors.

Turn off ventilation systems, water and gas.

Seal gaps under doors and windows with plastic and duct tape.

If you suspect chemical or biological agents have entered your

house, move to a higher floor as these agents fall to lower

levels.

5. If you encounter harmful vapors, cover your nose and mouth
with a damp or wet cloth.

6. Stay inside until authorities tell you it is safe.
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Natural Hazard Emergencies:

A. Severe Weather Watches and Warnings:
1. Watches are signals that severe weather may develop.
2. Warnings are signals that severe weather has developed and to
take cover immediately.
B. Actions to take:

1. Listen to weather updates and information on the radio.
2. Be ready to evacuate if necessary.
3. Keep away from windows and doors.
4 Go to a fortified location in the house like the basement. Be
aware of location of an exit should you need one.
5. In a high rise building go to interior, preferably a stairwell or
hallway.
C. Lightning:
1. Get inside a building as quickly as possible.
2. If no building, go to a car with all windows closed.
3. If in open area, move to a low location such as a ditch or ravine.
4. If in a group, spread out keeping several yards apart.
D. Tornadoes:
1. If in a car, get out and lay flat face down in low area.
2. Cover your head and wait for tornado to pass.
3. If at home, go to basement or room near the center of house.
4. If in high rise building move to interior, preferably a stairway
or hallway.
E. Flash Flooding:
1. Move immediately to higher ground.
2. If floodwaters surround your car, get out immediately and

move to higher ground.
3. NEVER drive through floodwaters or flooded out roadways.



Community Protective Measures

The following is a guideline for citizens to use in evaluating and reporting suspicious
persons or activities:

1.

2.
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Be a participant and not a spectator: protecting our community is everyone’s
job.

Be aware of your surroundings: Home, Community and Employment.
Forget the myths of what a terrorist may look like, they don’t always fit the
stereotype.

Recognize what is out of place or unusual in your community.

Be aware of unusual requests for information about you, your job or your
community.

Extreme privacy, refusing to interact with neighbors and extraordinary
means of not calling attention to themselves may be a reason to be aware of
these individuals.

Temporary or transient persons within the residential neighborhoods.

Large or unusual deliveries to a residence may be a cause to be aware.

Place these activities into context: some people are private by nature or may
receive packages at holiday times.

Don’t rationalize it...Report it. Residents have been very helpful in the past
by reporting suspicious activity in their neighborhoods. These reports have
enabled the police department to investigate these activities to determine if
they are criminal in nature or merely harmless or normal behavior.
Information reported to the Crafton Borough Police Department will be
investigated to determine if the activity or behavior is of a criminal nature.

How to Report Suspicious Activity

Practice: Be aware of your surroundings. Take notice of persons or
vehicles that are not familiar in the neighborhood.

Never endanger yourself. If you see something that looks suspicious to you,
report it to the police. Do not take action yourself.

Never confront suspicious persons. Get a good description and notify police.
There are “Red Flags” that come up that make you notice persons, vehicles
or activity that are not familiar to your neighborhood.

Make notes of what you have seen. Descriptions, license numbers and
activity.

Call the police. Tell what you have seen. Be as thorough as possible.

Tell why you feel this person, vehicle or activity is suspicious.



Example of Reporting Procedures

Poor or Inaccurate Report: “Isaw a red car on my street with one person in
it that has been there for a couple hours.”

Good or Accurate Report: “ I saw a red Pontiac 4 door sedan, license
number 123-456 with a white male
approximately 30 years old, wearing a black coat
and hat that has been sitting in the 200 block of
Main Street for the past two hours. I don’t
recognize the car or the person in it.”

This guideline has been prepared to assist residents in the event of a terrorist event or
disaster on how to obtain important information and how to report suspicious activity to
law enforcement.

In event of Emergency or Disaster
OR
To report suspicious activity call:

Crafton Borough Police Department

9-1-1



